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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 



The Anthropological Society of Washington was organized Feb- 
ruary 17, 1879, by the adoption of a constitution substantially the 
same as that now in force. Its object, as stated in Article II, is to 
encourage the study of the Natural History of Man, especially with 
reference to America, including Somatology, Philology, Philoso- 
phy, Psychology and Technology. Its members are of three 
classes, Active, Corresponding, and Honorary, all of whom are 
elected by the Council on nomination in writing by two active 
members of the Society. . Active members pay an initiation fee 
of five dollars, which covers the annual dues for the first year ; 
afterwards the annual dues are three dollars. Regular meetings 
are held in the Library of the Army Medical Museum on the first 
and the third Tuesday of each month from November to May inclu- 
sive, in which papers are read by members of the Society, or others 
who may be invited by the Council, and topics discussed relating 
to the various branches of Anthropological science. 

The publications of the Society prior to the present volume con- 
sist of a volume of one hundred and fifty pages, entitled "Abstract 
of Transactions," which covers the period from the organization to 
January 18, 1881. Subsequently, the Smithsonian Institution having 
agreed to cooperate in the publication, a pamphlet of one hundred 
and forty-two pages was issued as Volume I of Transactions of the 
Anthropological Society of Washirgton, embracing the work of the 
Society to and including the meeting of January 17, 1882. 

The Council have believed it more satisfactory, as it is more con- 
venient, to have succeeding volumes contain the proceedings of each 
winter's season, and therefore the present issue comes down to May 
15, the closing meeting of the season of 1882-83. If this plan 
be continued, the next volume will cover the period from Novem- 
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ber, 1883, to May, 1,884. Most of the papers contained in these 
volumes have been published separately by the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, in scientific magazines, or by their authors in pamphlet 
form. 

The Society has been recognized by the Treasury Department as 
entitled to import books for its collection free of duty, and many 
valuable gifts from European authors have been received, as the 
lists in the present volume testify. 

Owing to the illness of the retiring President, his annual address 
was not completed in time for delivery at any of the meetings of 
the season of i882-'83. It was therefore reserved for the opening 
meeting (November 6, 1883,) of the next year, but appears in its 
proper place at the close of this volume. 



